Position Paper of Rete delle Reti (EBLIDA Full Member) concerning
the election of the President and the Members of the Executive Committee of EBLIDA.

Rete delle Reti is favourably impressed by the quality of the backgrounds of the candidates listed for the
EBLIDA Presidency and the Executive Committee and congratulates them for having accepted the challenge
of governing EBLIDA for the three-year period 2024-2026.

Rete delle Reti represents public libraries - municipal, city and branch libraries — as qualified mediators with
citizens and as an environment ideally suited to the enjoyment and promotion of culture. It is our endeavour
to encourage people’s participation at large; it is our belief that the European horizon is part of our action
and commitment for libraries.

In this perspective, Rete delle Reti has asked Giuseppe Vitiello, EBLIDA Director from 2019 to 2023, to put his
knowledge at the service of our library vision and mentor us in our approach to a wider European library
scenario. Together with him, we agree that EBLIDA's greatest achievement in the last years has been the
approval of the Council of Europe's Recommendation on Library Legislation and Policy in Europe. Rete delle
Reti translated the Recommendation and is now disseminating it within Italian Regions. Implementing the
Recommendation, however, will require considerable investments if we wish to have well-trained staff and
well-funded and equipped libraries. Hence, the idea of resorting to European funds in addition to national
resources, and more specifically to the European Structural and Investment Funds. It is the reason why Rete
delle Reti joined the TELL (Trans-European Learning Libraries) project proposal now being submitted by the
Romanian Library Association within the Erasmus+ programme.

Rete delle Reti preferences for the EBLIDA Elections, therefore, go to those countries that are part of TELL and
those candidates who would have liked to join the proposal but were unable to do so for technical or
administrative reasons:

Candidate to the Presidency:
Ms Spaska Tarandova

Candidates to the Executive Committee:
Guillaume Gast (FR)

Antonios Mourikis (GR)

Lit Palmieri (IT)

Katrina Kukaine (LT)

Zélia Parreira (PT)

Alicia Sellés Carot (SP)

Rete delle Reti is pleased to underline the points that, in our opinion, should be part of the core strategy of
the future EBLIDA leadership.

1. Library resources. It may seem a statement of the obvious, but whatever the themes EBLIDA will focus on
in the next years, resources and funding are needed to implement them. EBLIDA’s action would very much
gain in terms of effectiveness and popularity among its members, if it comes together with a strategy aimed
to access European resources - with a view to overcoming disparities among European libraries (see Annex
1) and countering declining budgets in almost all Northern European countries (Annex 2). Library funding
should therefore be at the core of EBLIDA's concerns over the next three years.

2. OMC Working Group. There is little doubt that the current major European initiative for libraries is
the Library Action within the EU Work Plan for Culture 2023-2026 approved in November 2022 (OMC Working
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Group).! The EBLIDA Executive Committee issued a statement in July 2023.% As of July 2023, however, EBLIDA
has not provided any information regarding the Library Action. It should be EBLIDA's job to closely monitor
the progress of Library Action and, without any doubt, this should be EBLIDA's second priority in the next
three years.

3. Ukraine. Regardless of the results of the European elections in June 2024 and the U.S. elections in
November 2024, the European Union will make major financial commitments to Ukraine; consequently,
EBLIDA should be ready to act for Ukrainian libraries through a policy to be elaborated in the 2024-2026
period.

4, EBLIDA enlargement. In 2018, EBLIDA enlarged to include libraries in Council of Europe member
states. This, however, has not resulted in an increase of EBLIDA’s membership. Rete delle Reti’'s membership
fee for EBLIDA is four times that of IFLA. The question is not whether the fee is too high, but whether EBLIDA's
current fee structure may represent an entry barrier for libraries present in Council of Europe member states.
It should be a priority for EBLIDA to work on the current fee structure.

5. EBLIDA Council. The EBLIDA Council, EBLIDA's supreme body, meets once a year for two hours and its
decisions are taken mostly by acclamation, without thorough collegial discussion. Rete delle Reti believes that
more participatory solutions should be found, both through tools connecting members with each other and
a greater involvement of all members in working and operational sessions.

It is desirable that these five themes are at the core of the EBLIDA Strategic Plan 2025-2027.

Giuseppe De Righi
Presidente Rete delle Reti

L https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022G1207%2801%29&qid=1671635488811
2 https://eblida.org/press-release-eblida-statement-on-the-omc-working-group/.
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Appendix 1: Assessing European disparities in library expenditure
Rete delle Reti has developed a methodology aimed at identifying regional disparities in libraries.

The methodology consists of assessing and comparing specific gaps in library expenditure, cultural
expenditure, and GDPs between countries, municipalities, provinces, Laender, or regions and also cities. The
comparison between gaps in library expenditure on the one hand, and gaps between cultural expenditure
and GDP allows to evaluate disparities in the development of European libraries. In the Table below, gaps in
library expenditures are compared with cultural expenditure and GDP per capita in ten European countries.

Table 1: Measuring library disparities in ten countries

Sweden 0.95 2.79 3.8 15.2 1.0 2 42,920 2.52 B
Netherlands 0.91 2.79 4.1 16.8 1.0 2 39,810 2.34 B
France (2012) 0.95 2.79 3.2 12.8 1.2 24 31,770 1.92 B
Ireland (2011) 0.84 2.47 2.5 10 0.8 1.6 49,730 2.92 B

It is easy to infer that, while Portugal has a GDP per capita and a cultural expenditure which is almost half of
those of Finland, when it comes to libraries Portugal spends almost six times less in global expenditure and
32 times less in library acquisitions. The same goes for Spain and Germany, having national GDPs close to, or
not much lower than that of Finland. Spain and Germany spend six and five times less respectively in global
expenditure and 12,5 and ca 6 times less in library acquisitions.

There is also evidence that regional disparities in libraries are much bigger than regional disparities in cultural
expenditure. Finland, Netherlands, Spain and Sweden invest 1 per cent of their GDP in culture. Nevertheless,
library expenditure in Sweden and The Netherlands is three times more than in Spain and half that of Finland.

The relations between the three gaps — library expenditure, cultural expenditure and GDP — allows us to
design a general model to assess regional disparities in European libraries. The ten countries scrutinised in
this sample are divided into three groups:

Group A — Top library spenders: Finland, Denmark, Slovenia

(ratio among countries in the scale of national library expenditure is higher than the equivalent ratio in
national cultural expenditures and GDPs);

Group B — Mid-level spenders: Sweden, Netherlands, France and Ireland

(ratio among countries in the scale of national library expenditure is in line with the equivalent ratio in
national cultural expenditures and GDPs);

Group C— Low spenders: Germany, Spain and Portugal

(ratio among countries in the scale of national library expenditure is lower than the equivalent ratio in
national cultural expenditures and GDPs).




Appendix 2: Library expenditure - 2011-2022 historical profile.

Over the past decade total library spending has experienced the following declines: -40% in Spain, -33% in
Denmark, -30% in the Netherlands, -19% in Sweden and Finland, and -14% in Slovenia. Relatively stable are
the figures in Germany and Portugal.
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Appendix 3: Expenditure on library acquisitions - 2011-2022 historical profile

In the same decade, expenditure on acquisitions decreased as follows: -50% in the Netherlands, -35% in
Denmark, -30% in Sweden and Slovenia, -27% in Finland, and -25% in France. Library acquisitions declined
less in Germany (-14%) and Portugal (-11%).
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